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F I T members J e f f H o l c o m b a n d Dave T u e s d a y , a n d W a d e H a n s o n o f t h e
U t a h Bureau o f S o l i d a n d H a z a r d o u s W a s t e ( B S H W ) v i s i t e d e igh t s i t e s
in U t a h on May 8 and May 9, 1985. T h e s e s i t e s were B . A . R . D . , Bauer
T a i l i n g s , O l d S a l t Lake C o u n t y L a n d f i l l , Orem L a n d f i l l , Provo L a n d f i l l ,
R i c h a r d s o n F l a t , and T o o e l e S m e l t e r . Below i s a summary o f each
S i t e V i s i t .

1 . B . A . R . D . ( F i g u r e 1 )

D A T E V ] S I T E D : 5-9-85; W E A T H E R : c l o u d y , w i n d y ; T I M E : 1330
hours. The B . A . R . D . s i t e i s l o c a t e d a t 1600 N o r t h 1200 W e s t . A c c e s s
to the s i t e is c o n t r o l l e d by a guard at the main entrance at 1600
N o r t h . T h e l a n d f i l l i s a c t i v e a n d d u m p i n g w a s ob s erved . T h e F I T .
observed that B . A . R . D . i s s u rrounded by water to the N o r t h and W e s t
( G r e a t S a l t L a k e ) a n d t o t h e East a n d S o u t h ( s t a n d i n g wa t er , p r o b a b l y
t h e G r e a t S a l t L a k e ) . R e f u s e w a s observed i n t h e Grea t S a l t Lake.
T h e F I T l o c a t e d three w e l l s on-site that a p p e a r e d t o b e r e l a t i v e l y
new. T w o o f t h e w e l l s were a l o n g t h e banks o f t h e G r e a t S a l t L a k e ,
on the n o r t h and west s i d e s o f the l a n d f i l l . One w e l l was l o c a t e d
on th e s o u t h e r n b o u n d a r y o f t h e s i t e . At t h i s t ime th e d e p t h s o f
the w e l l s are unknown. Because of the l o c a t i o n of the s i te on the
shore of the G r e a t S a l t L a k e , i t i s qu i t e l i k e l y tha t th er e i s an
i n t e r c h a n g e o f ground water and s u r f a c e water here. The s i t e i s
s u r r o u n d e d to the east and south by houses and f a r m s . I m m e d i a t e l y
east and a d j a c e n t to the s i t e l i v e s t o c k ( h o r s e s ) were g r a z i n g .



A . O R E M L A N D F I L L ( N o F i g u r e )

D A T E V I S I T E D : 5-8-85; W E A T H E R : s u n n y , w i n d y ; T I M E : 1530
hours . The Orem L a n d f i l l i s l o c a t e d on 2000 W e s t 200 S o u t h . The
l a n d f i l l w a s v i s i t e d a t t h e request o f J i m S a l m o n o f t h e U t a h B S H W .
The l a n d f i l l i s a c t i v e a s many v e h i c l e s were observed e n t e r i n g and
l e a v i n g t h e s i t e . T h e F I T d i d n o t enter t h e s i t e b u t ra ther d r o v e
around the p e r i m e t e r and took p i c t u r e s .

5 . P R O V O L A N D F I L L ( F i g u r e 4 )

D A T E V I S I T E D : 5-8-85; W E A T H E R : sunny, w i n d a y ; T I M E : 1430
hours. The Provo L a n d f i l l i s l o c a t e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y a t 350 East
1800 S o u t h next t o t h e T i m p a n a g o s G o l f C o u r s e a n d t h e D e p a r t m e n t
o f I n t e r i o r Bureau o f R e c l a m a t i o n b u i l d i n g .

A c c o r d i n g t o W a d e H a n s e n o f t h e U t a h B S H W t h e s i t e a p p e s r o d
t o have been c l e a n e d up since h i s s i t e v i s i t in J a n u a r y 1985. The
e x p a n s i o n o f t h e T i m p a n a g o s G o l f C o u r s e o n t h e i n a c t i v e l a n d f i l l
s e c t i o n i s a l m o s t c o m p l e t e a s t h e f a i r w a y s , g r e e n s , p o n d s , a n d s p r i n k l e r
s y s t e m s were b e i n g f i n i s h e d u p . W o r k e r s were o b s e r v e d o n s i t e .

T h e F I T o b s e r v e d r e f u s e i n t h e p o n d s a n d t h e p o n d s h a d a g r e e n i s h
t i n t . A l s o , a l o n g t h e banks o f a f e w p o n d s , b a g g e d g a r b a g e w a s
ob s erved which was t h o u g h t to be g a r b a g e p i c k e d out of the p o n d s .
A r e f u s e / g a r b a g e odor was n o t i c e d as the wind s w i t c h e d d i r e c t i o n s .
The FIT a l s o ob served what a p p e a r e d to be a new w e l l near one of
the p o n d s west o f the Bureau o f R e c l a m a t i o n b u i l d i n g . W a t e r was
i n t h e w e l l c a s i n g . T h e t o t a l d e p t h a n d o t h e r w e l l i n f o r m a t i o n
is unknown.

6 . R I C H A R D S O N F L A T ( F i g u r e 5 )

D A T E V I S I T E D : 5-8-85; W E A T H E R : s u n n y , w i n d y ; T I M E : 1100
hours. T h e R i c h a r d s o n F l a t t a i l i n g s area i s l o c a t e d o f f H i g h w a y



40 n o r t h e a s t o f Park C i t y . The s i t e wa s p a r t i a l l y under wat er .
T h e s i t e i s e a s i l y a c c e s s i - b l e v i a acce s s r oad s . T h e area i s p a r t i a l l y
f e n c e d a l o n g H i g h w a y 40 but t h i s do e s not a p p e a r to c o n t r o l access
as a n i m a l , human, and a l l - t e r r a i n v e h i c l e t r a c k s were ob s erved on-
s i t e . M a n y d u m p t r u c k s were seen d u m p i n g f i l l d i r t ( ? ) on-si te .

T a i l i n g s were observed b e i n g b l o w n o f f - s i t e t o t h e n o r t h w e s t .
The t a i l i n g s were i n s p e c t e d u n d e r a m a g n i f y i n g g l a s s and had a gra in
s ize c o m p a r a b l e t o s i l t . A w h i t e c r u s t y m a t e r i a l was a l s o ob s erved
on the t a i l i n g s which may be some sort of s a l t . An i n t e r m i t t e n t
s t r e a m was f l o w i n g east t o west t h r o u g h th e t a i l i n g s area. The
cr e ekb ed had a red b o t t o m and w a t e r f l o w were ob s erved in the d i t c h .
T h e F I T a l s o n o t e d a s e e p o n t h e bank o f t h e d i t c h . O l d s l u r r y
p i p e s were a l s o o b s e r v e d .

7 . T O O E L E S M E L T E R ( F i g u r e 6 )

D A T E V I S I T E D : 5-9-85; W E A T H E R : w i n d y , c l o u d y ; T I M E : 1000
hour s . T h e T o o e l e S m e l t e r i s l o c a t e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 m i l e s east
o f T o o e l e , U t a h of.." o f H i g h w a y 3 6 a t t h e m o u t h o f t h e P i n e C a n y o n .
The a c t u a l s m e l t e r area was not i n s p e c t e d but a w i n d s h i e l d s urvey
o f t h e s i t e w a s p e r f o r m e d .

A p p r o x i m a t e l y f i v e h u n d r e d y a r d s west o f t h e s m e l t e r e n t r a n c e ,
t a i l i n g s were observed on bo th s i d e s o f the road. It a p p e a r s that
r e c e n t l y a d i k e may have broke and t a i l i n g s washed down f r o m th e
s m e l t e r area, across the road and to the area where the t a i l i n g s
now re s t . The t a i l i n g s were r e d , o r a n g e and green in c o l o r and
were b e ing b lown o f f - s i t e . Deer were ob s erved r u n n i n g on the t a i l i n g s
and c a t t l e were g r a z i n g on the h i l l above and west o f the s m e l t e r .
An o ld wood c h a n n e l , p o s s i b l y used t o move th e t a i l i n g s t o th e t a i l i n g s
area was o b s e rv ed on the n o r t h s i d e o f the r o a d . A c c e s s t o the
t a i l i n g s area i s no t c o n t r o l l e d . A c c e s s i s r e s t r i c t e d to the s m e l t e r
area by a f e n c e and a g u a r d .
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